
Some Memories of Hal Knight While Growing Up in Soso 

 
I spoke with Hal Knight on 27 May 2021.  We had a great conversation about relatives 
from Soso.  He said that Samuel Knight's wife, Martha A (Mattie) Knight, who was the 
daughter of Newton Knight and Rachel Knight, was also a midwife.  I had never heard 
about Martha being a midwife.  According to Hal, she not only delivered the black 
babies in the Soso area, but she delivered white babies as well.  As Martha was getting 
up in age, her daughter-in-law, Allie Mae Knight, who was the wife of our Soso 
Historian, Sidney Floyd Knight, continued with the midwifery practice in the Soso area 
after being trained by her mother.  Allie Mae Knight-Jackson had told me, at the 2011 
Knight Family Reunion held in Soso, that she was named in honor of Sidney's wife, Allie 
Mae, after she delivered her.  If they put the delivering midwife's name on the birth 
records from back in the day, I am sure many would have this mother or daughter's 
name listed. 
 
Hal told me stories about the renowned Soso baseball teams that started John Knight 
as the pitcher and Joseph B Keys as the shortstop.  JB Keys, Joseph's son, told me 
recently that when he was in the 8th grade, he challenged his dad, Joseph B Keys, to a 
race, thinking that there is no way for this old man to beat me.  The race ended in a tie, 
but JB had a newfound respect for his dad's ability/speed since then.  Hal said he 
remembered the umpire standing behind the pitcher instead of behind the catcher at 
home plate.  I would guess this was a practice held over from the 1800s.  I remember 
when my wife and I went to Soso in the summer of 2010, we stopped at a fruit stand 
vendor in Collins, MS.  Seeing the Texas license tags on my vehicle, the vendor, who 
was an older man, asked where were we headed.  After telling him of our destination 
and a little small talk, he begins to speak about the great baseball team Soso use to 
have when he grew up.  I would love to have seen some of those games in their 
heydays. 
 
During and after WWII, like many southern cities, Soso felt the impact of losing so many 
people during the Second Great Migration (1940-1970).  The South lost about five 
million people who left seeking better education, employment opportunities, and less 
"Jim Crow" in an urban setting.  Industrialized cities in the Northeast/Midwest and the oil 
and defense industries in the Western states offered jobs where one earned more 
income and worked fewer hours per week as compared to working on the farms in the 
Soso area.  Hal said that after a two-year stint in the Army in the mid-1950s, he went to 
Detroit, MI, and got a job as an autoworker, where he still lives today.  My mother left 
Soso around 1942/43, following three of her aunts to the Beaumont and Houston, TX. 
These three aunts (my great aunts) had married local Soso men and left during the First 
Great Migration (1910-1940) for primarily the same reasons people left during the 
Second Great Migration.  
 


